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Activism organisation What Can We Do? is partnering with refugee charity 
Help Refugees (Choose Love) to organise a number of clothes drives 

across the UK during October and November.

We are doing this as winter approaches, to help provide refugees living in
camps in Calais with the warm clothes, shoes and supplies they need, in very

dangerous and difficult times, when usual supplies are low and COVID-19 poses
a risk. 

We will collect items from a required items list provided by Choose Love.

We're partnering with groups and individuals across the UK to create a mass
effort and some buzz to encourage as many people as possible to donate.  

We will also have a JustGiving page to collect monetary donations for those
who want to do more to support, or who are unable to donate items.

WHAT IS THE CLOTHES DRIVE?



What Can We Do? is your community of activists and go-to place 
to find out how to get involved with social change and activism, 

no matter how much time or money you have. 

Our website and social media bring together easy-to-understand information
about issues facing the UK, and all the different actions you can take to

make a difference. You can even filter for the time you have available and
the causes you care about, so you can be in charge of your own activism!

Whether it's petitions, donations, volunteering, campaigns or other actions,
there's always something that we can all do right now. 

We're a registered community start-up (CIC) run by
a remote team of volunteers passionate about

empowering others to activate their inner activists.

You can find out more information on our website,
Instagram, Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. 

WHO IS WCWD?

https://www.whatcanwedo.world/about-us
http://tagram.com/whatcanwedoworld/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/WhatCanWeDoWorld
https://twitter.com/whatcanwedo7
https://www.linkedin.com/company/what-can-we-do-cic


We're among the most efficient refugee charities in Europe
We’ve had thousands of volunteers
We’re funded by people like you
We don’t have any highly paid executives
We provide vital aid to people fleeing war, persecution and climate change

Choose Love is the online store for the charity Help Refugees, an organisation founded
to support refugees as quickly and efficiently as possible, with minimal overheads and

maximum impact.
We are pioneering a new movement in humanitarian aid: fast, flexible, and transparent. 

We get your funds to the people who need them most as quickly as possible. 
89% of your donations go directly towards supporting refugees.

WHO IS CHOOSE LOVE?

https://helprefugees.org/about-2/
https://helprefugees.org/about-2/
https://helprefugees.org/about-2/


WHY RUN YOUR OWN CLOTHES DRIVE?
On 1st October, French authorities carried out a
large scale eviction, forcing 800 people - including
children and unaccompanied minors - to get onto
buses with no information about where they were
going or their rights. 

Their possessions and tents were destroyed. They
are being forced to sleep rough in bad weather.
This is compounded by increased police aggression,
and food and water distribution by NGOs has been
restricted to small areas of the city making it
harder for people to get necessities. Some
volunteers have been arrested.

Conditions in Calais are unbearable, inhumane and
desperate. People living there deserve respect,
compassion and safety. We can play our small part
by donating goods they need to keep warm. 

The winter months are approaching and the refugee
camps in Calais continue to grow. More than 1500
people there come from places like Afghanistan, Iraq,
Iran, Syria and countries in Africa, fleeing poverty,
persecution or war. 

They often have very little, or nothing at all. Without
festivals such as Glastonbury, items such as tents and
blankets have not been available.

Overcrowded, dirty camps with no space for social
distancing make them a huge risk of COVID-19. Warm
clothes and sanitary items are needed now more than
ever. 

Check out our Spotlight on refugees social post and
blog for stats and facts. You can also tell stories
direct from refugees in Calais with downloadable
posters from Conversations With Calais. 

https://www.whatcanwedo.world/spotlight?lightbox=comp-kdip5qye__828fdc87-c6e3-4bd2-9ef8-4d128e8bf28b_runtime_dataItem-kdip5r59items0
https://www.whatcanwedo.world/post/the-only-difference-between-them-and-us-is-luck-spotlight-on-refugees
https://www.conversationsfromcalais.com/


WCWD's Spotlight on refugees 



RUN YOUR OWN CLOTHES DRIVE 1
Find your local Choose Love drop off point at

helprefugees.org/calais/needs-list/ 
This is where you will need to deliver the items you collect
to so they can get taken to Calais. Or, you can take them

to Calais yourself! 

2
Plan how you'll collect your items, then get in touch with

us at WCWD. We will help connect you with Choose Love
to work out logistics and answer any questions you have.

3
Prepare your marketing - use our poster and social

media templates to spread the word and get people to
donate! WCWD can help with marketing and PR.

4
Collect your donations, sort and label them, and take

them to your local volunteer centre to help them get to
Calais!

Running your own
WCWD X Choose Love
clothes drive is simple! 

Get started in
4 steps



TIPS FOR RUNNING YOUR OWN CLOTHES DRIVE
Pick a method of collecting
donations that suits you.
You could put a donations

bin in your office, ask people
to drop off clothes to an

address on certain times and
days, or collect them from

people yourself.

Promote it well to get
people involved! 

Use our templates for social
media and print posters

and share them.
Get in touch with your local

media too - we can help
write a press release!

Make sure people know
why it's important 

Use our resources to share 
 statistics, stories and myth

busters to encourage
people to understand the

issues and dig deep to
donate.

Sort your donations as
soon as they come in. 
 Have a plan in place for
any items which do not
fit the criteria or which

cannot be used.

Take photos as you go  
to encourage more
people to show up
with donations! 

If they can see how it
works, they'll be more
likely to get involved.



CONTACT AND RESOURCES
To get involved, run your own

clothes drive, or with any questions,
message Emily from WCWD at
team@whatcanwedo.world



MARKETING MATERIALS
Use our templates to promote your

clothes drive and encourage as many
people as possible to donate items!

Simply fill them out with your own
information and post them everywhere!



CONVERSATIONS FROM CALAIS POSTERS
Sharing conversations from migrants living in refugee camps in Calais is a powerful way to explain why you

are running  this clothes drive. Download them direct from www.conversationsfromcalais.com.



LIST OF ACCEPTED ITEMS
p

Men's tops, jumpers, fleeces, coats & jackets
Men's joggers
Winter hats, scarves and gloves
Women's leggings, jeans, & joggers (size L)
Men's, women's & children's underwear (all
sizes, new/unused)
Thick blankets
20 - 30 litre backpacks
Torches

Batteries (AA/AAA)
4-8 person tents
Tissue packs & toilet paper
Baby wipes
Toothbrush and toothpaste
(new/unused)
Antibacterial gel
Lip balm (new/unused)
Disposable razors

A full list of items, including things that cannot be accepted, can be found at: 
[WEBPAGE COMING]



LIST OF ITEMS THAT 
CANNOT BE ACCEPTED

p

Duvets, pillows, bed sheets
Air mattresses
Plimsolls, thin converse-style shoes,
high heel shoes, thin boots, wellies
Leather (including shoes)
Office wear, dress shirts etc.
Children's school uniform

Anything that may be considered offensive or inappropriate
Anything that is dirty, stained or has holes.

Baby's clothes
Children's toys
Sanitary towels
Second hand baby bottles
Incontinence pads
Salopettes/ski suits, all-in-one coats
Towels



THANK YOU!


